Note: please adapt this template letter to fit your own circumstances, at minimum replacing the highlighted text.			
Local Church Letterhead

Postal address, which should be in the MP’s constituency

[bookmark: _GoBack][MP’s name] MP
House of Commons
London	
SW1A 0AA	

Date

Dear Mr/Ms [MP’s Surname],
On behalf of [Name of Church], we are writing to express our concern about the uncertainty that the government’s recent Immigration White Paper is causing for holders of British National (Overseas) visas from Hong Kong, and to ask you to speak up for BNO visa holders in the upcoming Parliamentary Debate to be held on 8th September 2025 in Westminster Hall concerning the petition entitled “Keep 5-year ILR terms for Hong Kong British National (Overseas) visas.”
Our local church community consists of over 300 members from across London and neighbouring counties, including several who reside in your constituency. Since the introduction of the Hong Kong BNO visa scheme in early 2021, our congregation has grown significantly, enriched by the arrival of new members from Hong Kong. These individuals and families—comprising school-aged children, grandparents, young adults, retirees, and soon a newborn—have brought vitality and diversity to our church and our society. They came seeking a better life following the civil unrest in their beloved Hong Kong.
Immigration is one of life’s most stressful experiences. These families have endured emotional hardship, yet they have also brought with them valuable skills, qualifications, and financial resources to contribute to life in the UK. As the first cohort of BNO visa holders prepares for settlement (Indefinite Leave to Remain) in Spring 2026, the proposed change in the Immigration White Paper—from a 5-year to a 10-year residency requirement—has caused deep concern within the BNO community, particularly among the approximately 164,000 individuals residing in the UK as of March 2025.
We have witnessed the anxiety and distress among our members and friends in several key areas:
1. Higher Education Access: BNO visa holders are not eligible for UK tuition fees or student finance in universities in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. For example, the Nursing, Midwifery & Palliative Care degree at King’s College London for the 2025–26 academic year costs £9,535 per year for UK students, compared to £31,600 for international students.
2. Financial Burden of Visa Extensions: Based on current fees, a 5-year visa extension for a family of four (two adults and two children) would cost approximately £19,182, including application fees and the Immigration Health Surcharge.
3. Mandatory Pension Fund (MPF) Withdrawal Issues: Some members may be unable to withdraw their MPF from Hong Kong due to difficulties in proving residency in another country.
4. Travel Restrictions: Settlement requirements impose limitations on the number of days visa holders can spend abroad, affecting family and personal commitments.
We sincerely hope you will raise these concerns in the debate on behalf of the Hong Kong BNO community in your constituency, and help prevent the kind of oversight that affected the Windrush generation.
We would be grateful for the opportunity to meet with you and your team to discuss this matter further.
With every blessing,
Yours sincerely, 


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
XX, Chair of the Leadership Team of the Cantonese Congregation in a local church

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rev XXX, minister of church

Email address for reply: XXXX
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