Dear [X] MP
I am writing to send you a copy of a letter signed by over 1000 faith leaders, myself included, calling on the Prime Minister to make substantial changes to the Nationality & Borders Bill.  
You can read the letter here.
The letter represents more than 1000 faith communities in the UK, including those in your constituency. We want to assert that the values that bind UK citizens together, especially those concerning human dignity and life, will be fundamentally damaged by this Bill. While there is still conflict and injustice in the world, there will always be desperate people needing to seek sanctuary from war, persecution and suffering. We cannot close our door on them, but this Bill does just that.
As my MP, I hope that when the Bill returns to the House of Commons, you will support changes to the bill to make it fairer and more compassionate towards those seeking sanctuary in the UK. 
In particular, I ask that you support amendments which: 
· End the two-tier system – Clause 11 in the bill proposes a differentiated approach towards refugees and asylum seekers, based on how they reached the UK. Under government plans, asylum seekers who reached the UK via irregular routes would not have access to the same rights and support as those who come via government schemes. Criminalizing and punishing vulnerable asylum seekers who have little choice but to arrive in the UK through ‘irregular routes’, when the majority are subsequently able to prove that they have a legitimate basis for their asylum claim, is a disgraceful and dishonourable policy, and should be abandoned.
It is imperative that this approach is changed. 

· Support the implementation of safe and accessible routes to the UK – The government have argued that these harsh measures can be justified because there will be safe new government approved routes to claim asylum. However, these are not currently in place and the government have given no indication as to what they will look like. Clear targets and deadlines need to be established for getting schemes in place, which will enable the UK to take our fair share of asylum seekers, and have broad acceptance criteria in order to be accessible. This must include ambitious resettlement schemes, the expansion of family reunion routes and new pathways for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children in Europe to claim sanctuary in the UK.
As people of faith, we must always seek to uphold the dignity and wellbeing of all people, particularly those made vulnerable by the fear of persecution and threat of conflict. This bill threatens this. We now need political leadership which acknowledges and allays the concerns of the public while promoting the importance of compassion, human life and dignity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I hope that you will choose to support these changes, and will advocate for a fair and compassionate asylum system in the UK. 
Your sincerely,
[Your name]
