Dear [X] MP
I am writing to you today regarding the Nationality and Borders Bill, which will return to the House of Commons shortly. 
As we are faced with the rapidly escalating and deeply tragic situation in Ukraine, there is an urgent need to support people fleeing conflict. However, currently the government is not doing enough to create safe and accessible routes for people fleeing Ukraine, or those fleeing other conflicts and persecution around the world. 
Whilst I welcome the government’s expansion of access to Visas for Ukrainians with family in the UK, and the beginnings of discussion around community sponsorship pathways for refugees, proposals in the Nationality and Borders Bill would make it harder for those fleeing conflict and persecution to seek sanctuary here. 
However, it is not too late to make changes to the bill. As my MP, I hope that when the Nationality & Borders Bill returns to the House of Commons, you will support the changes made to the Bill in the House of Lords which make it fairer and more compassionate towards those seeking sanctuary in the UK. 
In particular, I ask that you support amendments which: 
· End the two-tier system – the bill proposes a differentiated approach towards refugees and asylum seekers, based on how they reached the UK. Under government plans, asylum seekers who reach the UK via ‘irregular’ routes would not have access to the same rights and support as those who come via government schemes. This is unfair to those who are already vulnerable, and fails to recognise that many people do not have access to safe routes. This policy will likely heighten the risk for those fleeing Ukraine who do not have access to a safe route to the UK in the urgency and pressure of conflict. It is imperative that this approach is changed. I ask that you support amendments from the House of Lords which would end the differential treatment of refugees.  
· Support family reunion – since the closure of previous resettlement schemes, the UK has limited options for family reunion for those seeking asylum. Family reunion is an important way of enabling unaccompanied minors to reach their family, and ensuring that people can be reunited with those they love. As demonstrated by the widening of Visa schemes for those travelling from Ukraine, family reunion should be a priority in situations of conflicts. Generous provision should be established for family reunion in the Nationality and Borders Bill. I ask that you support the amendment tabled by Lord Dubs, which supports family reunion. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]End offshore detention – the bill seeks to change the rules around where asylum claims can be processed, so that asylum seekers can be held outside of local communities and even in other countries. There is a lot of evidence of how damaging isolated reception centres can be for the health and wellbeing of asylum seekers. It is important for their welfare and future flourishing that asylum seekers are given opportunities to integrate into the community from the earliest opportunity, and able to be supported by voluntary and community organisations and faith groups. Changes should be made to the bill to support a community based model. I ask that you support the amendments which remove the offshoring policies in the Bill. 
· Support the implementation of safe and accessible routes to the UK – the government have argued that the harsh measures can be justified because there will be safe new government approved routes to claim asylum. However, these are not currently in place and the government have given no indication as to what they will look like. Clear targets and deadlines need to be established for getting schemes in place, which will enable the UK to take our fair share of asylum seekers, and have broad acceptance criteria in order to be accessible. 
I hope that you will choose to support these changes, and will advocate for a fair and compassionate asylum system in the UK. 
Your sincerely,
[Your name]



