Dear XXX MP,
I am writing to you as my Member of Parliament to express my concern about the government’s ‘hostile environment’ immigration policy. 
{If you have met your MP, or are involved in activities in your constituency you may wish to mention that here.}
The hostile environment is causing severe and unnecessary hardship for people who cannot prove that they have the right to be in the country, for many reasons. They are being denied access to housing, healthcare, banking, employment and other basic services, leading inevitably to poverty, homelessness and ill health.
While the UK has the right to determine its immigration policy, I do not believe that it is appropriate to use destitution, or the threat of destitution, as a policy tool. It is inhumane.
I am concerned that the hostile environment increases the risk of discrimination against ethnic minority groups. Members of the public have in effect been asked to take on the role of border guards, without training, and there is evidence that this is causing racism and discrimination. Recent surveys have found that prospective tenants were more likely to be rejected if they appeared to be ‘foreign’, did not have a British passport or were from a British black ethnic minority.
I am also worried that the hostile environment is creating a general atmosphere of distrust, in which people are encouraged to be watchful for breaches of regulations and suspicious of outsiders. This undermines relationships within our communities and it stands in the way of efforts towards integration and cohesion. 
{If you have personal reflections or experiences of the hostile environment, or know of people who have been affected by it, it would be good to include those here.}
I believe that the hostile environment should be brought to an end, not just given a new name. As a first step towards that, I urge you to call for a full and independent review of immigration policy and practice to examine the damaging effect that the policies of the hostile environment are having on the whole of society. 
Yours sincerely,
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